
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  October 3, 2017 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Amy Hart, Carol Dage, Rohn Grotenhuis, Jean Kimball, Dan Pierce, 

and Sam Rushay   
 
Commissioners Absent:  Jim Gray, Diane Reuter, and Grant Watkins Davis 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager 
 
I.    AGENDA   
 

It was moved by Ms. Kimball, seconded by Mr. Grotenhuis and approved 5-0 (Dage 
abstained) to accept the agenda.   
 

II.  MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Grotenhuis and approved 5-0 (Dage 
abstained) to accept the meeting minutes of September 7, 2017.  
 

III.  CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS  

   The Chair read the “Introduction Statement” into record at this time.  

A. HC#011-17–306 East Zaun Avenue 

Staff presented the item to the Commission. The property owner is asking for approval of 
the demolition of the single-family home at 306 East Zaun Avenue.  
 
David McBee, property owner, was present to represent the request for demolition.   
 
The following members of the public spoke in support of the demolition: Al Heaths, 406 
East Zaun Avenue and Teresa Smattinger, who grew up at 300 East Zaun Avenue.  
 
After much discussion, it was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Grotenhuis, and 
approved 5-0 (Dage abstained) in favor of demolition of the dwelling, subject to the 
following condition: 
 
1) That the lattice window located in the front-facing dormer is offered as salvage to 

Habitat for Humanity.  
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B. HC#012-17–710 West Maple Avenue 

Staff presented the item to the Commission. The property owner is asking for approval of 
the demolition of the single-family home and the associated garage located at 710 West 
Maple Avenue.  
 
Kay and Moreta Hartman, applicants and owners of the adjacent Higher Ground Hotel, 
were present to represent the request for demolition. The proposal involves clearing the 
site to accommodate a new parking lot.  
 
The following members of the public spoke in support of the demolition, stressing the 
need for additional parking in the area: Lee and Lilly Schismenos, 224 North Delaware 
Avenue, David Young, 607 West Maple Avenue, Ben Gelbreath, Remnant Church, 700 
West Lexington Avenue, Sharon Kellogg, 616 West Maple Avenue, and Rebecca 
Cornish, 218 North Delaware Avenue.  
 
Debra Allen, 617 West Maple, also submitted a statement of support via email. Staff read 
her statement to the Commission. 
 
Brian Snyder, 410 West Farmer, spoke in favor of a compromise to outright demolition 
asking the Commission to consider retaining the house and allowing parking at the rear of 
the property.  
 
Sharon Snyder, 410 West Farmer, spoke against the demolition of either the house or the 
associated garage citing a loss of integrity within the local and National Historic 
Landmark District.   
 
Diana Morrow, 3410 Happy Hollow Road, concurred that creation of a parking lot could 
be used as overflow parking for the nearby Truman Historic Sites owned by the National 
Park Service.  
 
After much discussion, the request was continued, 3-2, until the November 7, 2017 
meeting. An additional site visit was requested by Commission Pierce. Staff will work to 
arrange another on-site visit.   
 
A two-minute break was taken at this time (8:20p.m.). 
 

IV.   REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A. Public Comment 

 
Brian and Sharon Snyder, 410 West Farmer, provided an update on the restoration work 
being done at their home and discussed some of the challenges facing them as part of this 
process. Samples of a proposed new roofing material were presented.  
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During this time, Ms. Snyder also explained to the Commission that the College 
Neighborhood area was best known as a residential area settled by African-Americans in 
Independence. This included the properties on Zaun Avenue. 
After some discussion, the Commissioners thanked the Snyders for the update and 
supported the use of the submitted materials.   
 
Commissioner Pierce left the meeting at this time (8:30p.m.) 
   

B.  Heritage Commission 
 

No additional comments were provided by the Commission.  
 

C.  Staff  
 

Staff reminded the Commission that a quorum would be needed at the November 
meeting.  
 
Ms. Shay also told the Commissioners that the holiday gathering would likely be held at a 
location on the Square rather than at a historic site location in December. 
 

V.  ADJOURN 
 

It was moved by Ms. Dage, seconded by Ms. Kimball, and approved 5-0 to adjourn.  


